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regulations, the patient, notwithstanding M. Malgaignc’s injunctions to the 
contrary, continued to drink wine surreptitiously conveyed to him from without. 

In reference to this case, M. Malgaigne took occasion to point out that it was 
one of those cases which show the admirable results that may be expected from 
a sound constitution, and keeping the patient on a good diet. For how can the 
system bear up against the debility which necessarily results from continual 
suppuration, if the diet be low? Attention is often so exclusively directed 
towards the organic condition of the organs, that the vital condition is too often 
lost sight of, although it is equally worthy of observation. It is generally sup¬ 
posed that where there is inflammation of the lungs the patient must bo kept 
low, but M. Malgaigne observes, here, that we should look to the state of the 
stomach, which is to be discovered, not by percussion or palpation, but by the 
manner in which that organ performs its functions. If it performs its func¬ 
tions in a perfectly normal manner, M. Malgaigne is of opinion that the patient 
will invariably be benefited by a good diet, however serious the wounds may 
appear to be. 

However much we may agree with the opinions of M. Malgaigne, on the sub¬ 
ject of the diet to bo given to the wounded, it must not be forgotten that, gen¬ 
erally speaking, traumatic inflammations of the lungs are less severe, and less 
often fatal, than idiopathic inflammations, a circumstance that may not have 
been wholly devoid of influence here .-—Monthly Retrospect, April 1849, from 
Gazette des Hopitaux, 1848. 

25. On the Utility and Necessity of performing Paracentesis Thoracis in cer¬ 
tain cases of Pneumothorax. By Hamilton Roe, M. I). (Proceedings of Royal 
Med. and Chirurg. Soc., April 10, 1849).-—The object of this paper is to show 
that pneumothorax is not a necessarily fatal disease, and that paracentesis is 
the best remedy which can be employed for its cure. The author adverts to the 
fact, that the disease arises from a great variety of causes, and that not unfre- 
quently there is either no alteration of structure in the lungs, or so little as to 
warrant us in supposing that it might be cured. He relates two fatal eases that 
have come under his own observation, in which paracentesis was recommended 
by him, but not performed, and in which, after death, it was found that there 
was in one instance no perforation of the lung, and no disease of the lung what¬ 
ever; while in the other the opening in the pleura was very small, and although 
four small caverns and a small number of tubercles of inconsiderable size 
existed in it, there was no organic disease immediately fatal, and life might 
have been at least prolonged, had the lung been relieved from the pressure of 
the air in the pleura by the operation of paracentesis. The author then refers 
to several other writers, who have narrated similar cases, and especially to the 
thesis of M. Saussier, who has shown that the possible causes of pneumothorax 
are seventeen. The author himself arranges the varieties of cases under four 
heads: 1. Those where the air is secreted by the pleura; 2, those whore it 
arises from decomposition of fluid; 3, the cases where it escapes from a dis¬ 
tended or ruptured emphysematous cell; and 4, those where it issues from a 
fissure in the lung. The first three varieties are susceptible of cure, and the 
fourth is not necessarily fatal. After describing the symptoms distinguishing 
these different varieties of the disease, the author proceeds to show that the 
mere presence of air in the pleura is not a source of danger ; that the air may 
in some cases be absorbed; and that it is, therefore, only where air is accumu¬ 
lated in such quantity as to cause great difficulty of breathing, that we are called 
on to remove it by tapping the chest. The operation, in order to be successful, 
ought to be performed before the lung, by compression, has become carnified, 
and the other lung congested. The objection, that the air admitted from with¬ 
out will itself compress the lung, the author meets by saying, “that if the 
wound made by the canula in tapping be kept open, the lung, if healthy, will 
expand on being relieved from pressure, and may, if the air can escape as fast 
as it enters, not only come into contact with the costal pleura, but contract 
adhesions to it, and obliterate the pleural cavity.” In support of this state¬ 
ment, he gives the particulars of a case observed and related by Mr. Benjamin 
Phillips, in which, by sloughing of the soft parts, the cavity of the pleura was 
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completely laid open, in two intercostal spaces, to the extent of several inches, 
and where, “ at every act of ordinary inspiration, the lung came into close contact 
with the ribs; at every expiration, the lung retreated to the extent of half an 
inch from the ribs.” The author then refers to published reports of nineteen 
cases, in which paracentesis thoracis has been performed for pneumothorax, 
in ten cases successfully; and after observing that the question, whether the 
opening made in the operation should be closed or kept open is yet to be 
decided, but that it seems to him desirable to keep it open when the air enters 
the pleura through an opening in the lung, and to close it in the other cases, 
he concludes his paper by relating a case in which the wound was left open 
with a favourable result.—■ London Medical Gazette, April 27, 1849. 

20. Use of Nitrate of Silver for White Swellings, Hydrarthrosis, and Venereal 
Bubo. —M. Decaisxe, military surgeon at Anvers, has published, in the Archives 
de Medecine Militaire, some observations on this subject; two remarkable cases 
are given. One of the patients was a man of 27 years of age, and of a lym¬ 
phatic temperament, who, on the night of the 5tli of February, 1847, felt a se¬ 
vere pain in the right knee; swelling soon followed, and the patient was unable 
to use the limb. Every means wore had recourse to for his relief—antiphlo- 
gistics, baths, calomel and opium, blisters, iodine, mercurial ointment, compres¬ 
sion and douches, without any effect in arresting its progress into regular white¬ 
swelling. In the month of July, M. Decaisne began the use of an ointment of 
nitrate of silver, when the knee was double its natural size, was so tender that 
the patient dreaded its being touched, all motion in the joint impossible, and 
with throe fistulous openings at the inner side of the joint; amputation appeared 
inevitable ; and in this very unfavourable aspect of affairs, it was ordered to em¬ 
ploy friction twice a day of an ointment composed of one gros (59.1 grains) of 
the salt of silver to an ounce of lard; about two gros of the.ointment were used 
at each application. Under this treatment the pain sensibly abated in a few 
days, the swelling gradually diminished, and in about a month the improve¬ 
ment, in every respect, was considerable. During the month of August, the 
proportion of the nitrate of silver to the lard was increased to a gros and a half 
or two gros to the ounce of lard, and at length, at the end of the month, the cure 
was complete, and the young man only experienced a slight stiffness in bend¬ 
ing the knee. The second case was that of a young boy, attacked with a white¬ 
swelling of the radio-carpal articulation. Previously to the employment of the 
ointment of the nitrate of silver in this case, a number of more active remedies 
had been tried in vain; the swelling was considerable, and it was necessary to 
open a large abscess near the articulation. After using the ointment of the ni¬ 
trate of silver for two months the amelioration was considerable, or rather the 
cure was completed. 

After giving the above cases, the Journal de Medecine adds the following re¬ 
marks : Other cases, where the salt of silver in the form of ointment have been 
recently published in the Archives de la Medecine Beige, by Professor Uytterhoe- 
ven ; he used it in a great number of cases, but all those he details were dropsy 
of joints, not white-swelling: the ointment of nitrate of silver possesses a reso¬ 
lutive action upon those serous swellings of joints. This therapeutic agent 
should not be employed until the inflammatory stage has passed. 

In making the ointment it is necessary to dissolve the nitrate of silver in wa¬ 
ter before incorporating it with the lard, to prevent the rubefacient or cauteriz¬ 
ing effect of the metallic salt on the skin, or the formation of vesicles, which 
without this precaution would be inevitable. Generally smart pain, but tran¬ 
sient, is experienced on the application of this remedy at the place on which it 
is rubbed. 

The power of this ointment to resolve venereal buboes has been experienced 
in the practice of M. Lutens; he dissolved a drachm of the salt in a sufficient 
quantity of distilled water, and then mixed it with an ounce of lard. His mode 
of using it is this,—about two drachms of the ointment are used at each rub¬ 
bing; after three or four days the skin becomes black and shining; instead of 
suspending the treatment until the epidermis desquamates fully, the scales are 
detached with the nail, or a spatula, and the frictions immediately recom- 



